
 
 
 
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
Board of Public Utilities 

44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Floor 
Post Office Box 350 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 
www.nj.gov/bpu/ 

 
 

ENERGY 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE 
BOROUGH OF SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS, 
MONMOUTH COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 
AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE FRANCHISE 
AGREEMENT WITH NEW JERSEY NATURAL 
GAS COMPANY 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER APPROVING RENEWAL  
OF FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 
 
 
 
DOCKET NO. GE20030260 

 
Parties of Record: 
 
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq., New Jersey Natural Gas Company 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel 
 
BY THE BOARD: 
 
New Jersey Natural Gas Company (“NJNG” or “Company”), a regulated utility subject to the 
jurisdiction of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”), is a corporation duly organized 
under the laws of the State of New Jersey engaged in the distribution and transportation of natural 
gas to approximately 530,000 residential, commercial and industrial customers located in 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties, parts of Middlesex, Burlington, and Morris counties in New 
Jersey. 
 
NJNG currently provides gas service within the Borough of Spring Lake Heights (“Borough”) to 
2,238 residential customers and 289 commercial customers.  The Company’s franchise to use 
the streets within the Borough for the provision of gas service expired on April 28, 2019.1  On 
March 25, 2019, pursuant to Resolution No. R2019-68 (“Resolution”), the Borough renewed its 
franchise and granted NJNG continued permission to lay, maintain and operate its gas facilities 
in the Borough for a period of 50 years.  A copy of the Resolution is attached to this Order as 
Exhibit “A”.  By letter dated April 26, 2019, the Company accepted and agreed to the terms of the 
Resolution consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-16.  Copies of the letter of acceptance and the hearing 
notice are attached to this Order as Exhibits “B” and “C”, respectively. 

                                            
1 The Board notes that franchise agreements often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the 
Company initiates the renewal process prior to the expiration of the previous term.  This is primarily the 
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfill the legal requirements that attend to all formal actions 
it must take along with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law.  The Board 
has been assured that pending review of its petition, NJNG has continued to provide service to its customers 
within the Borough in an uninterrupted manner. 
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On March 17, 2020, NJNG filed a petition with the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and 
N.J.A.C. 14:1-5.5, seeking approval of the franchise renewal agreement granted by the Borough.  
As required by law and after notice, a hearing in this matter was held on August 18, 2020.  
Suzanne Patnaude, Esq., the Board’s duly appointed hearing officer, presided over the hearing.  
Appearances were made on behalf of the Company, the New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel 
(“Rate Counsel”) and Board Staff.  No other party participated in the hearing or filed any written 
submission with the Board related to this matter. 
 
At the hearing, the Company relied on its petition and exhibits filed with the Board, and presented 
the testimony of Joseph Puglisi, its Supervising Engineer.  According to Mr. Puglisi’s testimony 
and discovery responses, NJNG anticipates growth in the Borough of approximately 5 to 10 
customers annually over the next five (5) years.  Mr. Puglisi also testified that the Company has 
the capacity to meet the existing and future needs of customers located within the Borough. 
 
Rate Counsel, in its written comments to the petition dated October 2, 2020, indicated that it does 
not object to the Company’s petition since the Company represented that it has the capacity 
necessary to continue to provide natural gas service to the Borough.  Rate Counsel also noted 
that the term of the municipal consent related to the use of streets is limited to the statutory 
maximum term of 50 years.  However, Rate Counsel requested that approval of the petition 
include certain restrictions, which are incorporated in this Order. 
 
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS 
 
After careful review and consideration of the petition and exhibits submitted in this matter, the 
Board HEREBY FINDS that the renewal of the franchise agreement granted to NJNG by the 
Borough of Spring Lake Heights is necessary and proper for the public convenience and properly 
serves the public interest, and that NJNG has the ability to continue to provide safe, adequate 
and proper service.  The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company has the necessary 
experience, financial capability, capacity, and facilities in the Borough to continue to provide 
adequate and appropriate service to its existing and future customers, and that the 50-year 
duration of the municipal consent to use the streets is consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15.  
Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14, HEREBY APPROVES the franchise 
granted to NJNG by the Borough to continue to provide gas service, and for the continued use of 
its public streets for that purpose for a period of 50 years. 
 
The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions: 
 

1. As required by N.J.S.A. 48:3-15, the municipal consent to construct, maintain and 
operate gas lines in the streets and other public places in the Borough is limited to 
a term not exceeding 50 years. 

 
2. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes 

whatsoever any value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter 
to be owned by NJNG. 

 
3. This Order shall not affect, nor in any way limit, the exercise of the authority of this 

Board or of this State, in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to 
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or in 
any other matter affecting NJNG. 
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This Order shall be effective on November 28, 2020. 
 
DATED: November 18, 2020     BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

BY: 
 
 
 
 

____________________   
JOSEPH L. FIORDALISO 
PRESIDENT 

 
 
 
 
______________________      _____________________   
MARY-ANNA HOLDEN     DIANNE SOLOMON  
COMMISSIONER      COMMISSIONER 
 
 
 
 
______________________      ______________________  
UPENDRA J. CHIVUKULA     ROBERT M. GORDON 
COMMISSIONER      COMMISSIONER 
 
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________  

AIDA CAMACHO-WELCH 
SECRETARY 

 
  

~ 
C.F\/\D 

--rf! -m¢ irtTJ)r, 
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SERVICE LIST 
 
NJNG 
1415 Wyckoff Road 
Post Office Box 1464 
Wall, NJ 07719 
 
Mark G. Kahrer 
mkahrer@njng.com 
 
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq. 
Regulatory Affairs Counsel 
adembia@njng.com 
 
Rate Counsel 
140 East Front Street, 4th floor 
Post Office Box 003 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0003 
 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director 
sbrand@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Brian Lipman, Litigation Manager 
blipman@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Brian Weeks, Esq. 
bweeks@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Felicia Thomas-Friel, Esq. 
fthomas@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Shelly Massey, Paralegal 
smassey@rpa.nj.gov 

 
Division of Law 
Richard J. Hughes Justice Complex 
25 Market Street, P.O. Box 112 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
 
Pamela Owen, ASC 
pamela.owen@law.njoag.gov 
 
Terel Klein, DAG 
terel.klein@law.njoag.gov 
 
Michael Beck, DAG 
michael.beck@law.njoag.gov 
 

Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
 
Aida Camacho-Welch,  
Secretary of the Board 
board.secretary@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Counsel’s Office  
 
Heather Weisband, Esq. 
heather.weisband@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Division of Energy  
 
Stacy Peterson, Director 
stacy.peterson@bpu.nj.gov 
 
David Brown 
david.brown@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Borough of Spring Lake Heights 
 
Janine Gillis, Borough Clerk 
Registrar of Vital Statistics 
Borough of Spring Lake Heights 
555 Brighton Avenue 
Spring Lake Heights, NJ 07762 
jgillis@springlakehts.com 
 
Marion Masnick, Clerk of the Board 
Monmouth County Board of Freeholders 
Monmouth County Hall of Records 
One East Main Street 
Post Office Box 1255 
Freehold, NJ 07728 
mmasnick@co.monmouth.nj.us 
 
Christine Giordano Hanlon, County Clerk 
Monmouth County Market Yard 
33 Mechanic Street 
Freehold, NJ 07728 
countyclerk@co.monmouth.nj.us 
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Exhibit A:  Resolution 
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TO: 

BOROUGH OF SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS 
~S5BRIGfffON AVENUE 

SPRING LAKE HEJOttfS, NJ 077&2 
(732) '49-3500 Fu;; 1732) 44&-3Sl5 

www.springlake'hb..COl'l'I 

Ne"' .J, ney 'anmtl Gas 
ew Je_r y Ruour«s Corp. 

Attention: Kim Mc.CU~e,r 
U 1- \\' dcoil ltoad 
WalJ, ew Jt-n y on19 

LI Fed& 

□ C.t"ltifi ... 'Cl Mai~ Ro..~lfll t/ 

□ 

TRANS MITT AL 
l>All' 

larch 2 2019 

ru cllt · A •rccm.mt 

a:El>I COPS:S OAU. lmiC1Ul'l10N 

L I 

:mine Gillis 
.Borough Ocrk 

1atd12~201 

ooroughclerk@'s "ngloktih. <Xc'lffi 

Ceriified cop C Rt.~ lution No, R2014,.68, 11uthori.tiog tltt rc,ncw11J of 
fran ehisl' nl!rccmcnl 

□ 
O~t a. ~ 

0 Reitu:ned JOI Rcvil1ioo 

U FarYourSl Ill~ 

0 R.e.'llbcnil _ ~ lor AJ¥0Wl 

0 SubolJr _ ~ ~ r Ol!ttl'buuon 

0 Rc:1um Correcicd Priuti 

U Raum ~l OJiropl Ml 
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BORO Gli OF PRING L EH I BT 

A n.:.sol .¥al oflbe fn111ch1s~ ilgrea cnt with 
ey , tu I Gi Company 

Res~utl n No. Rlfll 8 

WUF:ltF,A , aw Jwcy Natu Ga. Compl111y has here ofore been ranted franchis And 
ron~cnt to lay, maintain arid operate gas facilities in e Borou lo Spifag 1 ke eights; and 

WHEREAS ew Jersey tural Gas Compan i. d usofobt ming a franchise an oo!\sent 
fthe nmnidpnlily o continue scrvi tl the un icipali y. 

OW, '1:,'ORE BE IT RE O ED that cw Jersey Nilrural Ot Compimy bi: 11.nd it is 
he • y authori2.ed Lo lay, maint in purato its conducmrs, mairu !Uld pip.cs, log~'lhcr wi_th &he 
appurtenances tbere11, i II public alleys, squatei and puhl ic placeii in Utis m\lllicipality 
which are under tbc control mi jurisdi ·on oftl1e B ugh ofSpri g Lake Heigh.ts for the 
pwpose of condu ·ting gas including t.uUural gn or illlY m:ixtutc gases of v tous typ ' and 
or the: pW])Os of treilSfflitting an istrib11tlng such gas 10 this mt.micipality f◄ r period f fi 
50) yc:ars from the date hereof, upon the following temlS and ex>nditi ru : 

1. Thut Now J crscy Nat1.lml Ga3 011.1p 1y eai l.11111 in all scs in which str 
pening:i or ex ' ns c pu ses aforesaid, the p11vei"llet1L l!fld 

surface of the st.I all ad, ·ays s.h.o.11 restored lred y the 
ordinances of th ruu H e1ghtJ • nd 
Thai 'ew J me ural 'I.Jlll con uc:I lb work or the la~-tng r 
maiotei11ing of · · · fu l end prudrnl manner; nnd 
11:J.af Kew Jersey shall safc:guard the public intere:;1 an 

ntm o an<l nn1 and af\crthe e:<pimtion nf1hc tcm1 oflhc 
rant; and 

4. That Ni.: Jcrs~y Natural Gas ompar1y hall c1fol ·11 its property in good order 
thru 1ghout the ful l term flhe mint; d 
That e~ Jen.ey NatU1'al G; Compfilly shall co tinuously afford safe, i:quat and 
p per ii;e ut j~ t and rcasonn: le te , 

BE 11' f IIER lU!. 'O RD, tl111t thi rnm ·lus co 1t, upon approval oft.he Boord o 
Public Utilities of the State of, ew Jersey. l>-buU supersede he Resol tion gronled y lhc 
B-0rougb of Sprin Lake Heights on April 2 . 19 9~ ood 

BF. IT , RTHER RESOLVED, that tJ1e . t.:\ J ey 1uural Gas Comp.any . h I OI wllh the 
clerk of this murucipality withia si,·1y (60} days from U1 date hereof, [ts acceptance of 4hc: te:rms 
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IIOO pmvisiotl! of the frruu:hi!ie curu.cnt herein granted and its ag ment to be bound b) lhc 
terms aud provi ion. thereof; and 

BE IT RTHER RE OLVEO, Um this resolutioo hall not 0COme effective unless nd until 
it i. ap,pro c by tho Board of Public Uti litie.g of the S le ofNuw Jersey. 

Adopted: Marcl> 2s. 1019 

Clerk, Registrar of ital Statistics 

I certify the fore ing to be n true and t:CUratc oopy of a re$0l lion adopted y the Rorough of 
prlug Lake Heights on _/fp.j_:___ s-:-2 I • 

JincGilli· 
13orough Clerk, Registrar of Vi1al $1atistlcs 
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Exhibit B:  Letter of 
Acceptance 
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Al New Jersey l..~W Natural Gas 

VI FED R L l'RE 

f . . Janine Gillis, Borough I rk 
. l Statis . cs 

·ug ake Heights 
5 fl Vl!llU 

priag ights, l\'e\ 07762 

i:ar . Gillis: 

pnJ_6,2019 

l Compan_ ( N G") lit , c-eepl" th tcm1~ ilnJ 
· i ti c ru i:nt granted by th Borough ng Lak H ighL~ Oil 

1 , u :rret'll to be und by the terms mvisions thereof. e 
u . R.2019-68 rthe "Re I tion") herein encl sed. 

JNG , ·11 submit the Rcs(lluti r1 to the w J rsey o rJ of Publi Utilities th~ 
'"BPU") for pro ·al and provide you with nrlvnnce noti c of lh OPll hearing oa thi 

matt .. -r. 

:J.m 
Enclo!.u 

208606 

J ' F, l tf II t J 11 I I 
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Exhibit C:  Hearing Notice 
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... New Jersey 6.~· Natural Gas 

Jiinio lrillis, Bon 
Re •istrnr of its I 
&rou •h of prin_ bl! 
555 Dri •hton A,•.:nuc 

pnn_~ Lake Height.S. Ne1 7762 

. a ick, l rk of Board 
. umy B ard ol fr1: 
• ly Hall ofRcco 

( 1rcci 

P. . . 
Frcdlold. 'ew Jersey 07728 

' I un1y krk 
i11y Markel Yard 

3 tfeel 

July 9, 2020 

RF.: In the Mate r of th P tiCion of 11 er • ·aiu , I Ca omp.an • fo Che , pp1•0, ;ii or 
a Municipal Franchi~c in the Bornugh or 11ring Lake llci · t~ I nmnuth ou11t)' 
BP 01tc.ki t o. ,E200J0 0 

D.i r the rani ,\dd ed: 

)JfO\! 1 1011b f J 4 : • I , Ne, J · C)' N tural C mpar1 
.. JN(n b " ap11Ucd II) tb . CW Jcr cy Board of l:'utiuc rilrtac, "Board~ for approval of l)lc 

B-omu h of Sprin~ Lak 1-fcigh ls· ("Ila, ugh"' I{ • lution o. RW I 9,C,R, which Mtcd , ti 
pcrmi'ision I continue t pro\'idc natural g:1s crvacc in the Borough B!i provided in . id 
R olution, Plcru be advised thJJl the R ard has , t u.gu.<rt I 20 0 al 10:00 m-12: Opm ~• r, 

t.he d te nnd lime for lhe Municipal n ~• Hearin . Due t 1he O tD-1 pamkmic. lhi;, 
Muni ·ip,11 oos.:nl Hea ' • wlU be hdu ta Zoom. TI1e Zoom log-in infomunion LS us ~ lluw ·: 

M 11ssis1snt. ~•u. n fasluca I the Z om mcctin organiJ.Cr. Zoom mcctin in itatioo 
will be i=n1 lo yC1u m adv nee of lh i.chcduled cln.L for IILl!i Municipal 'onscnl Hcarmg. ou .re 
wcl me I CI p,articipatc in the Zoom mei=tint:t L put our \!ie\ • ,,n the record if you so desire. 

I , n LLcc o f the hcari:n • L posted on the Company' s web site. nJng.com, so mtcn ·tccl 
mcmb.:rs lhc publi moy l'ic, th hcarin 

~)<~ 
Andrew K. lJ1.:m 1a ·sq. 
Rcgu l:ttory iltrs ~mm, J 

KD:. f 
rv, c Usl 

1 ◄ 15\'')"""" d PO. Boll<l&l V NJOT719 ut1Jf500.22Hl05l ...,,,...,,,,, .w m 


